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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 




yj^p Y\ 1 1 . i A method of obtaining product information regarding a product, 
comprising the^steps of: 

disposing a first computer of a user on a network, 
5 connecting an input device to the first computer to provide a user 

interface to the fim computer, wherein the input device can sense indicia of the 
product, the indici Containing a product ID, and the input device has positional 
sensing capabilities md can scan optical indicia; 

accessing a second computer disposed on the network in response to 
10 the user sensing the indicia of the product with the input device; 

performing a lookup operation at the second computer to match the 
product ID with routing information of a vendor server disposed on the network, the 
vendor server having the product information of the product; 

returning theYrouting information from the second computer to the 
1 5 first computer in order to accVss the vendor server; and 

accessing the vendor server in accordance with the routing 
information to return the product information to the first computer for presentation to 
the user. 

2 . The method of Clai)h 1 , wherein the step of accessing the vendor 
server includes accessing a distributdf node of the input device, an advertiser node, 
and an E-commerce node. 



The method of Claim 1, wherein the input device can sense 



information st\red in magnetic medium. 
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fuSP £\ ^ \ e methQd of claim x 5 wherein the step of accessing the vendor 

server further comprises the steps of, 

reVming the product information of the product from an advertiser 
node, distributor formation of a distributor of the input device from a distributor 
5 node, and E-comme\ce information from an E-commerce node, and 

framink the distributor information, product information, and E- 
commerce information^ a browser window of the first computer for presentation to 
the user. 

5. The method dEClaim 1 , wherein in response to receiving scanned 
indicia data from the input device, a software interface running on the first computer 
converts the received indicia data and generates the routing information for 
transmission to the second computer. 

S 7 X The method of Claim 1, wherein the routing information includes an 

in/ut deviceMD and a network address of the second computer. 

7. Ve method of Claim 1, wherein the user enables reading of the 
indicia, in the ste\of connecting, by first depressing one or more buttons on the 
input device. 

f ( 8. \The method of Claim 1, wherein a software interface running on the 
first computer \ operable to automatically detect reading of the product indicia by 
the input device. 

S ^7 7 \ method of claim { ^ wherein the input device and a software 

in/face ruling on the first computer perform a handshake operation using a unique 
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^ ^2t devicW stored in the input device pnor to enabling operation of one or more 
Operating mtfdes of the input device. 

tjJSp ^^7l0. \ An architecture for obtaining product information of a product, 
comprising: 

irst computer of a user disposed on a network, 
an Stout device connected to said first computer to provide a user 
5 interface to said firsLomputer, wherein said input device can sense indicia of the 

product, said indicia containing a product ID, and said input device having positional 
sensing capabilities andVs operable to scan optical indicia; 

a second Computer disposed on said network and accessed in response 
to said user sensing said irWia of the product with said input device; 
10 wherein a lo\kup operation is performed at said second computer to 

match said product ID with Ling information of a vendor server disposed on said 
network, said vendor server hiving the product information of the product; 

wherein said roLng information is returned from said second 
computer to said first computeAn order to access said vendor server; 

wherein said vendVr server is accessed in accordance with said routing 
information to return the product ^formation to said first computer for presentation 
to said user. 

11. The architecture of 10, wherein said vendor server is operable 
to access a distributor node of the inpu^e^, an advertiser node, and an E- 
commerce node. 

S "7l2-V The architecture of Claim 10, wherein said input device can sense 

information s\pred in magnetic medium. 
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3 . Tills architecture of Claim 1 0, wherein said vendor server returns the 
product information of the product from an advertiser node, distributor information 
of a distributor of sa\l input device from a distributor node, and E-commerce 
information from an H-commerce node, and said distributor information, the product 
information, and said Evcommerce information is framed in a browser window of 
said first computer for presentation to said user. 



14. The architecture of Claim 1 0, wherein a software interface running on 
said first computer converts received indicia data and generates said routing 
information for transmission to\aid second computer, in response to receiving said 
scanned indicia data from said inAut device. 



vr 



ty* / l\ The architecture of Claim 10, wherein said routing information 
includes anWput device ID and a network address of said second computer. 



1 6. \he architecture of Claim 1 0, wherein said user enables reading of 
said indicia by fir\t depressing one or more buttons on said input device. 



architecture of Claim 10, wherein a software interface running on 
is operable to automatically detect reading of said product indicia 
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said first comp 
by said input 





18. \ The architecture of Claim 10, wherein said input device and a 
software interface running on said first computer perform a handshake operation 
using a unique input device ID stored in said input device prior to enabling operation 
of one or more operating modes of said input device. 
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1 9. A\method for connecting two locations on a network utilizing a 
pointing device aftthe first location interconnected to a user's computer at the first 
location, comprising the steps of: 

provMing both positional and optical scanning capabilities in the 

5 pointing device; 

scanning the pointing device with the optical scanning capability 
thereof over an encoded\optical code, encoded with information representative of a 
location on the network df the second location, while operating a first program on the 
user computer which utiles the positional capabilities of the pointing device; 
10 running a seaond program in the user's computer; 

detecting witi\the second program the scanning of the encoded optical 

code; 

connecting the first location to the second location over the network 
through a routing location indicted by the information encoded in encoded optical 
1 5 codes in response to the step of detecting the encoded optical code; and 

receiving informatio\ from the second location transmitted therefrom 
to the first location. 



The method of Claim 19, wherein the encoded optical code is a 




2 1 . The\method of Claim 1 9, wherein the encoded optical code is an 
ISBN code. 



22. The method of Claim 1 9, wherein the encoded optical code is an EAN 



code. 
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23. \The method of Claim 19, wherein the encoded optical code is 
disposed on a nat surface. 




24. The method of Claim 19, wherein the encoded optical code is 
disposed on a product. 

25. The nWiod of Claim 19, wherein the encoded optical code is encoded 
with information regarding the product and associated with a product. 

26. The method of Claim 19, wherein the step of receiving information 
comprises displaying the information received from the second location when 
received therefrom. 



27. The method of Claim 19, wherein the step of connecting includes the 
step of watching a web browser Wogram which is operable to interface with the 



network. 

W7 



28. The method of Claim 19, wherein the step of connecting comprises: 
assembling a packet of data with the information extracted from the 
encoded optical codeWntained therein; 

transfemng the assembled packet to an intermediate network location 
remote from the first location; 

providing \t the intermediate location a database having contained 
therein a plurality of routing addresses on the network and corresponding encoded 
optical information; 

comparing th^ information disposed in the received packet at the 
intermediate location with information in the database to determine if there is a 
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corresponding routing address disposed therein corresponding with the encoded 

optical information; 

if a match exists, then returning the matching information in the form 

of the routing\ddress to the first location; and 

Minecting the first location to the second location in accordance with 
the network addrW information returned thereto from the intermediate location. 
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